What is an endpoint?

Quick Answer

An endpoint is the URI that references an accessible resource on a server. In the context of web APIs, an endpoint references specific code that handles
the request and returns an appropriate response.

Digging Deeper

Endpoints and URIs are technology synonymous and are thus used interchangeably. However, it is common for web API documentation to use the term en
dpoint when it only wants to provide URI paths. For instance:

Method Endpoint Purpose
POST / cust oner s Create a new customer.
GET /custoners/ {1 D} Read a specified customer .
PUT / custoners/ {1 D} Update a specified customer.

DELETE / cust omer s/ {|1 D} | Delete a specified customer.

In this format, the host portion of the URI (e.g., ht t ps: / / ww. exanpl es. or g) is removed and only the path is referenced (e.g., / cust oner s). The host
information is usually documented elsewhere. Often multiple hosts are listed (e.g., one for testing and one for production) which makes documenting
endpoints only with path information more sensible.
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