Calculate Function

Description

Returns the result of evaluating a dictionary item.

Syntax

value = Calculate (expression)

Remarks

You can use the Calculate function in place of the {} (Braces) function. Calculate must be used if the column name is not known at compilation time. The
expression specified in the Calculate function must evaluate to a column name in the file that has been opened to the system variable @DICT.

See also

{} (the Braces operator)

Example

The following example shows how to evaluate column values by reference to the dictionary column name.

/* The followi ng code fragnent opens the SAMPLE_PRODUCTS table then the dictionary for that table,
then reads the desired row, using @D, then cal cul ates the desired col um val ue,
using the dictionary colum nane. It returns the price of the specified item */
tabl e = " SAWPLE_PRODUCTS"
key = "TCHBUL" ;* the technical bulletins product
Value = "" ;* initialize the return variable
@D = key
Open table To tabl evar Then
Open "DICT. ":table To @l CT Then
Read @RECORD From tabl evar, @D Then
dict_field = "1 NV_AM"
* The follow ng three code segnents are equival ent:
Val ue = {1 NV_AMI}
Val ue = Cal cul ate("1 NV_AMI™)
Value = Cal cul ate(dict_field)
End El se
status = Set _FSError()
End ;* Read
End El se
status = Set_FSError ()
End ;* Open dictionary
End El se
status = Set_FSError ()
End ;* Qpen table
/* Notice that in each case, the dictionary itemINV_AMN is calculated. */
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